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; STR), 
{ A E frequen Conferences you 
4 and IT have — had, 


concerning the Capiar-A and 

the many great Miſchiefs ariſing 
from it, ſuch as the 4 Proceed- 
ings of Under-Sheriffs, the moſt 
unparallePd Inſolence bat Kitoeclon of 
their el a war , together with the 
Perpetual and Promiſcuous Impriſonment 
of 5 Debtors, whether honeſt or diſ- 
honeſt, 2 or otherwiſe, has gi- 
ven occaſion, I reſume, to yours of the 
25th Ultimo, * ou are pleas'd to 
inform me of the Reſolution of your Ho- 
A 2 nourable 


(4) 


nourable Houſe two or three days before, 
in relation to the Bill brought into it, for 
the Enlargement of Inſolvent Priſoners, 
upon their making the Ut moſt ſatisfaction 
they are capable of to their reſpective 
: Creditors, which you know, Sir, I was al- 
waysclearlyof opinion was one of the moſt [ 
_ reaſonable things in Nature. But When ; 
you go on and tell me, 'twas alſo at the } 
ſame time, an Inſtruction from your ; 
Houſe, that none indebted above the 
Sum of 20/. to any particular Perſon 
were to have benefit thereof, T was in- 
deed ſurpris'd, and began to deplore the 
hard Fate, as Ive always done, of fo 
many Men of Senſe and real Worth, who 
being in for ſar greater Sums, were f 
like to languiſh on; Till reading, further, | 
you give me to underſtand, that Re- 
cruiting Her Majeſty's Armies was chief- 
ly intended by this narrow Bill; and 
tat tlie Houſe had ſtill under Conſidera- 
rion the Relief of all Inſolvent Priſoners: 
for Debt, that either had already, or now 
were willing, honeſtly and fairly, to offer 
up what they had, which, as P've obſery'd, 
is certainly ſo jult and reaſonable upon; 
every Conlideration, and of that Conſe- 
quence to the Publick, without the leaſt 
injury to any particular Man whatever, 
but on the contrary, ſo advantageous. to | 
211, even to Creditors themſelves, that I | 
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promiſe my ſelf, ere you Riſe, a favour- 
able Event, not only from your ready 
and hearty Concurrence, but by that of 
every Ingenuous Senſible Man beſides. 

But, foraſmuch as it is not unlikely, 
through the irreconcilable prejudice of 
ſome Creditors, and the Ignorance and 
Petulancy of others, great endeayours 
may be made- uſe of to diſappoint and 
fruſtrate ſo good and Charitable a Deſign: 

Give me leave, Dear Sir, through the 
Friendſhip that has been betwixt us, 
and as Iam a Man of years and ſome ob- 
ſervation, and that have had my ſelf the 
Honour, the' unworthy, to ſit formerly 
in your Auguſt Aftembly : Pardon me, 
Sir, I ſay, if, as a hearty well-wiſher, like 
your ſelf, to my Native Country, and to 


Mankind in general, I humbly offer a 


Word or two in behalf of thoſe many un- 
happy, but well diſpos'd, and truly-honeſt 
deligning Gentlemen, &c. whom adverſe 
Fortune, | unavoidable Loſſes and Diſap- 
pointments, and the inevitable Courſe 
and Conſequences of fo long and expen- 
penſive a War has render'd, at preſent, 
incapable of paying their full Debts, and 
accordingly, brought under the fad cir- 
cumſtances of Confinement, in which, as 
matters now ſtand, they are ſure to Periſh, 
unleſs rimely redreſs'd by the great Legi- 
flature of the Land, the dernier Reſort in 
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(65) 
all Extrajudicial Caſes, and of which this 
ſeems to be one, not of the leaſt weight 
and importance. 5 7 

The loud Clamour, we know, of all en- 
rag d, unreaſonable Men upon this occa- 
ſion, and what only has hitherto obſtruct- 
ed the Good work of Priſoners Redem- 
ption from their Thraldom, has been the 
plauſible, but unfair ſuggeſtions (ſince they 
won't diſtinguiſh thrown in the Teeth of 
*em all, of Roguery and Villainy, Imbezle- 
ment of Effekts making away of Eſtates, 
Mens Forſwearing themſelves, and that 
gingle and fallacious turn of Expreſſion, 
That putting Debtors out of Goal, is only 
putting Creditors in; with the like deteſt- 
ed obloquy. 

Tis readily indeed confeſs'd, there are, 
and always have been, but too many ill 
Men, Retainers to Priſons, and let thoſe 
ſuffer at any rate, by my conſent, till they 
can be made otherwiſe : But why Men of 
Education, Probity and Virtue, ( and 
ſuch, God. knows, too often too, have 
overſhot their Mark) that have been 
Honeſt, that are, and would be fo, in all 
events, to the atmoſt of their power, in 


making what ſatisfaction they can; why, 


I ſay, Men of Senſe, Honour and Ho- 
neſty, and many ſuch there are, to my 
certain knowledge, unhappy, ſhou'd be 
blended with, and ſhou'd ſuffer for, a few 


of 
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of contrary Characters; why, the Inno- 
cent ſuffer for the Nocent, the willing 
and unable, with thoſe that are able and 
unwilling, I cannot, for my Life, ſee tlie 
leaſt ſhadow of Reaſon or common ju- 


ſtice: Which makes me, methinks, not 


doubt their effectual Relief by the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the PRESENT Parliament, in un- 
dertaking to do only what all Creditors 
ought, and all in their Wits will, that is, 
= ſuch as are unable to pay their full 

ebts now, time and opportuuity to en- 
deavour to do it hereafter : For I neither 
am, nor wou'd be thought hereby a fa- 
vourer of Fraud, or the Eſcape of-evil 
Men: And I profeſs again, to be an Ad- 
vocate for ſuch only, as can and will bear 
the Teſt; for ſuch only, as have already 
out of an inviolable regard to the ſtricte 


Rules of Commurative Juſtice, and that 


of their own Characters, voluntarily 
_ themſelves of their All, by paying 
as far as ever they were able; or arenow, 
for their Liberty, very willing and deſi- 
rous to do it, under the ſevereſt Penalties 
and Reſtrictions that tis any ways poſſible 
for the Wit and Precaution of Man to 
frame or invent; a better Security and 
Guard than which, 'tis impoſſible for us 
to pretend to upon any other occaſion; 
and, indeed, no leſs ought there to be on 
this; ſince, Credit muſt be ever eſteem'd 

A 4 a molt 
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a, moſt Sacred thing, and the maſt Rea- 
onable in che Forte, that of "Mens pay- 
ing their Debts, as far, and as ſoon as 
they are able: But to ask, or think to ex- 
tort more from any one, is to put him on- 
ly upon a difficulty that (Pardon the Ex- 
preſſion) Omnipotence it ſelf, is ſaid, not 
to be capable of reconciling, that is, Con- 
tradict ions: 
| It is humbly conceived, therefore, when 
Men are thus diſpos'd to make, or have 
already done the Utmoſt Satifattion, it can 
be of no real uſe, or Politick Conſidera- 
tion whatſoever, and, contrary to the 
Uſage of all Nations upon Earth beſides, 
to Bury ſuch great Numbers alive, as 
we do in this Kingdom, who might other- 
wiſe do very well live to pay their full 
Debts, be uſeful and ſerviceable again in 
all the Relative Dutics of Lite, and all 
this, thro' the Caprice, Obſtinacy, or 
Malice of ſome few mean Revengetul 
ſpirits, or perhaps only thro? the groſs 
Ignorance, or ſordid miſtaken Avarice of 
an ola Woman, or ſo: For I may be bold 
to affirm, there's hardly an Inſtance to be 
given of a Man of Senſe or Prudence, or 
real Virtue, or, but what we call ' true 
Gallantry and Honour, or indeed, one that 
fear'd, or valu'd loſing his Debt, that ever 
were for holding an Inſolvent in Priſon 
after the Utmoſt Satisfaction. The 1 
ſer 9 
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of which I am apt to believe, you'll, for 
the ſame Reaſon, find adandanth, writes 
if you pleaſe only to look through the 
Honourable Houſe, of which you are your 
ſelf ſo pregnant an Example of its great 
Humanity, and, Pd almoſt ſaid, uner- 

ring Wiſdom. . | 
ut then, as to the complain'd of 
Fraud, Cc. of thoſe that may be preſum'd 
to have had, at leaſt that lie under the 
Imputation of ſinifter Views, by ſecu- 
ring, and carrying off what little they 
cou'd with *cm into a Priſon, even ſuch, 
I ſay ( no matter what Conſideration or 
Proſpect brought them thither ) will ne. 
ver be prevail'd upon to yield up what 
they have, without a Tender of their 
Liberty, whatever an Overture of it may 
do; for tho' we may pleaſe our ſelves, 
and give them the denomination of 
Knaves, that, ſeeing the Storm gather- 
ing at a diſtance, have had the Precau- 
tion to arm themſelves, in fome meaſure, 
againſt the Coldneſs and Inclemency of ſo 
Rainy 4 Day; Whatever opprobrious ap- 
pellation, I ſay, belides, we may give 
them, they never will us the ſatisfaction 
of adding that of Fool to it, ſo far, to 
part with whgt they have, to the hazard 

of their Bread in ſuch a Place. 

So tha, take the thing and conſider it 
how wewwill, whether a Man has little, 
4 or 
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or much left, any thing, or nothing, to 
be ſure, a Priſon, no more than Sorrow, 
ever did, can, or will pay Debts : And 
therefore it manifeſtly muſt, and does ap- 
pear to be the mutual advantage of Debt- 
or and Creditor, one as well as tother, 
to ayoid, if poſſible, the evil and de- 
ſtructive Conſequences thereof; and Pm 
inclin'd to believe, were it not for that 
moſt abſurd and unreaſonable demand of 
the Latter's asking more of a Cat than her 
Skin, or what's the ſame, an Inſolvent to 
pay down his full Debts, or a Man to do 
more than his UVrmoſt, not one in a Thou- 
ſand, that do now, wou'd then ſee the in- 
ſide of a Goal; for no one, I think, can be 
imagin'd of fo extravagant and deprav'd 
a Fancy, as to chuſe to wear a Stone- 
Doablet, meerly for the ſake of — 
2 tew Farthings in the Pockets: To whucl 
a deſire of ſecuring the Gleanings of a 
Man's Fortune, upon that occaſion, may 
not unfitly be campar'd. For the pur- 
poſe, further, 

Suppoſe a Man, ſuch, I mean, as, let 
his Quality or Worth be what it will, has 
not hitherto been deem'd to deſerve the 
Indulgence of the meaneſt Mechanick, 
(tho? 'twere to be wiſh'd f Gentlemen 
might at leaſt be ſuffer'd to come into a 


Voluntary Statute of Bankru y I ſay, 
put caſe a Man has been in 
| ADle 
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able Circumſtances, 'but thro' inadver- 


tancy, misfortune, or, no matter, what 


miſconduct in his Affairs, has overſhor 


himſelf, and 15 become, as we commonl 


ſay, ec than nothing; . 


he has 10 plus minus ) Eſtate or Ef- 
fects ſtill left in his hands, he has Twelve 
or Fifteen Creditors, Ten whereof, like 
Men of Senſe and good Nature, are wil- 
ling to accept what he has, as well for a 
proſpect of their own, as his future ad- 
vantage: No, ſay the reſt (very prophe- 
tically) We'll have all or none (for ge- 
8 they have not a Farthing) he is a 
Rogue, a Villain, he Borrow'd the Money 
out of our Pockets, we won't *bate a 
Penny of our full Principal, Intereſt, and 
Charges (which latter Article, by the by, 
is the chief occaſion of moſt Mens Inſol- 
VENCy, at leaſt quoad) No, not a Farthing 
leſs will we take, than, at leaſt, full Inter- 
eſt and Charges down, and good Security 
(a mighty favour indeed) for the remain- 
ing Principal, otherwiſe let him lie and Rot 
for a Rogue, as he is, and de D — , 
(thus Homo homini Demon ) we don't ſo 
much value the Money, we hope ſuch a 
Sum will never undo us, but he ſhall 


. {mart for it; with ſuch like Chriſtian So- 


liloquies. 
Now I would fain ask any ſober, ra- 
tional Man alive, Whether this Inſolvent 
can 
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can be juſtly blamd, for not-parting with 
what he has, tho' pretty conliderable-; 
Since whether he pays none, or molt of 
his Debts, a Priſon, without'redemprion, 
it ſeems, muſt equally be his unhappy 
Portion. And again, Is i a burning 
ſhame, that Two thirds of this Man's 
Creditors, ſo kindly and well diſpos'd, 
{how'd loſe their whole Money, the poor 
Man his Liberty, and thereby, all the fu- 
ture advantages of Life, *cauſe one fro- 
ward inconſiderate Third will not take 
leſs than their whole forſooth, when at 
the ſame time, they are as well aſſur'd, 
as can be, That the Performance of what 
they ſo rigidly inſiſt on, depends wholly 
and 1atirely upon that Enlargement, they 
are determin'd never to give? 6 
So that, take my word for it, whoever 


will allow himſelf leiſure to think a little, 


as I've done a great deal upon this occa- 
ſion, he*ll find, for certain, ?tis not their 
Money is meant by ſuch. Creditors, but 
the gratification of ſome other Iich, when 
they thus purſue particular Men, and 
whole Families to utter ruin and de- 
ſtruction. ' | Hint 

The following Conſideration alſo, which 
moſt commonly proves true in Fact, is, 
methinks, mighty ſevere: That, if one 
happen to owe the value of half, or but 


a third of what ones Eſtate is worth, and 
Mou'd 
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ſhown chance to be Blown in the World, 
as ſuch times as theſe try every body, 
why truly, as the Rates of Law go now a- 
days, eſpecially with the Retailers of it, 
t'other Moiety, to ſpeak in their own way, 
or whatever it be, muſt. be facrific'd and 
ſwallow'd up alfo, thro' the ſecret Addreſs 
and Management of ſome Gentlemen, 
who are indeed a ſcandal to the Honour- 
able and Learned Profeſſion they are of, 
notwithſtanding they are ſo deeply versd 
in the Elaborate' Art of Multiplication 
and Splitting of Cauſes; but to Inſtance 
only the behaviour of the vileſt Retain- 
ers, that of Bayliffs and Serjeants I mean, 
who, to propogate their Infernal Trade, 
go about daily ſeeking whom they may 
devour, and who, for whiſpering a Gen- 
tleman only in the Ear, (tho?, thank my 
Stars; I never bought the Experience ) 
I have known demand and take larger 
Fees, than an Attorney-General, or the 
Top Phyſician in the Kingdom, wou'd 
expect upon occaſion, And what re- 
dreſs of Law or' Juſtice ? Why none at 
all, that I know. of, at leaſt, thro? ina- 
bility to be come at, tor ſuch, as, thus 
abus'd, and overborn, becomes an eaſie 
Prey, to every rapacious and ' deſigning 
W. -. {7 3: 1 

There is alſo another ſet of unfortu- 
nate Men, who are a kind of Solcœciſm in 


Law, 
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Law, who, tho' they ſeem to be provi- 
ded for by it, are, nevertheleſs, under 
the greateſt Dilemma imaginable, and 
=>. more than ordinary Miſery . and 
unhappy Caſe deſerve, I think, a very 
peculiar Application of the State Phyfician. 
I mean ſuch as are under a Satate of 
Bazxkrapcy, that have conform'd to the 
ſtricteſt Rules and Injunctions of it, by 
yielding up their All, under the penalty of 
their Lives, and yet cannot be ſo happy 
to reap the fruit and benefit thereof, but 
are {till forc'd to lie ſtarving (for all the 
great Merit, beyond unhappy Gentlemen 
of Profeſſions, &c. of Seven years Ar- 
prenticeſbip L ſay, notwithſtanding they 
have been the Nation's. Darling Traders, 
they are {till oblig'd to remain in neglected 

Durance, in common with Gentlemen 
and other Inſolvents; for whom, now I 
mention unhappy Gentlemen, ] cannot 
but again obſerve (the greater the pity) 
there ſeems to have been no effecFual Pro. 
diſion made or pointed at, till now, ſince 
thoſe two moſt gracious Acts of King 
Charles II. the firſt of which, being with- 
out any manner of limitation of Sum, 
the other reſtrain'd, indeed, but to no leis 
than 500 f. due to any one particular Cre- 
ditor, and that, even in time of greateſt 
Peace and Plenty. | 


And 
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And now, how far the like Charitable 
Contiderations ought to prevail after fo 
reat an Ara, as was the Revolution that 
Rippen d in 1 4 6 1 above Twens 
ty years. ag 10 bloody and 


exp enſive | A 8 gat, wit h ſmall ; inten- 
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e s, to ſtem the Tide of 
intry's ruin, have chearfully in- 
15 their ceaxelt Blogd and Freature 4 
how far fuch may deſerve, or be indulg'd 
a better Fate, than to periſh i in Priſon, is 
moſt humbly ſubmitted t the great Wiſe 
5 bred a he Aach _ this Remark. 
only, That, if ſuch Infolventsas we have 
5 been ſpeaking 1 55 hom ab be 
are any. ways. follicitous, cannot be fo 
2 W With grains of OW ane 
by a ſpeedy and — effettual Relief, I 
cannot but joyn with em in believing, 
that they have abundant reaſon to envy, 
the timeſy, I may call it, and more eli- 
gible Fate (being free from the Guilt) of 


the worſt and moſt ee of Crimi- 
nals. | 


But, 
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this, which was deſign'd only as a com- 
mon Poſt- Letter, to the unfaſhionable 
length it is now of: T muſt therefore rely 
upon your wonted Candour and Genero- 
ſity ro forgive, and after all I have been 
ſay ing concerning other Inſolvents, pro- 


fels my ſelf (tho? not in a, Pecuniary ſenſe). 


one of the erg to you, your Good- 
neſs having loaded me with Ten Thou- 
fand Obligations more than I'm, At preſent, 


able to Cancel or Repay, otherwiſe, than 


: 


by aſſuring you, that I am Hogef, and 


very deſirous to make the "Utmoſt. Salis. 
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But, Sir, I am confcicus how much 
have tranſgreſs' d, and how far interrupt: 
ed your valuable Moments, by ſwellinng 
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